[Complications of diverticuli of the proximal small intestine. 3 case reports and review of the literature].
Three cases of small bowel diverticula are presented. In the first patient perforation of a congenital diverticulum in pars II of the duodenum occurred, the second case is the first description of bezoar in a duodenal diverticulum with bleeding of the diverticulum at the same time and the third patient suffered from ileus due to unusually large jejunal diverticulum. Up to 20% of all autopsied patients present duodenal diverticula. In other parts of small bowel diverticula are not as frequent. Most cases are asymptomatic and require no treatment. As soon as ailments occur, further investigations and probably surgical treatment is necessary. Perforation, bleeding and obstruction are indications for surgical interventions. The symptomatology is unspecific, therefore preoperative diagnosis is difficult. At least during the operation the possibility of small bowel diverticula and their complications should be considered. Till today complications of small bowel diverticula are affected with a mortality of 33-48%. More awareness of their existence could possibly improve this unfavourable outcome.